Conference Report

“The making and unmaking of European Union: fifty–five years of crabwalk?” 

HEIRS 2005 Colloquium, Portsmouth, 4-5 November 2005

The second HEIRS Colloquium took place in November 2005 at the Centre for European and International Studies Research in Portsmouth. 

Aiming to foster and intensify the dialogue between disciplines involved in the study of European integration the conference featured a specific goal, namely to explore interdisciplinary and/or methodological issues relating to the study of European integration. Research students and postdoctoral researchers from all over Europe and from diverse disciplinary backgrounds assembled to present their research. The conference thus provided a forum for historians and social scientists of European integration to discuss the expectations, problems and challenges involved in adopting a cross-disciplinary or interdisciplinary approach.
In an informal environment, PhD researchers and leading experts in the field of European integration engaged in fascinating and constructive discussions.  

Following a brief welcome by the HEIRS committee, Tony Chafer, Director of the Centre for European and International Studies Research at the University of Portsmouth, formally opened the two-day conference. In his academic introduction, Wolfram Kaiser (University of Portsmouth) highlighted the relevance of interdisciplinarity in the field of European integration. 

PhD students and other researchers discussed their papers in four panels. The panel “Europe and the ‘Other’”, explored the theme of ‘otherization’ as a factor of European identity formation. The papers presented in the second panel on “European identities” emphasized both the vagueness of the concept of identity and the variety of co-existing identities in the EU. The third panel examined “European policies” and included one paper on interdisciplinary collaboration between historians and political scientists as well as two papers on European competition policy. The fourth panel was dedicated to “European actors” and featured papers about the European Parliament and the Europeanization of national political parties; the Collège d’Europe in Bruges; and a European public sphere.

Further, two experts of European integration history – Eckart Conze (University of Marburg) and Piers Ludlow (LSE) – and two political scientists – Berthold Rittberger (University of Kaiserslautern) and Alex Warleigh (University of Limerick) – were invited to give keynote speeches. Piers Ludlow discussed the ‘obsession with the 30-year rule’, which guides access to most archival records, and encouraged historians to explore topics that date back in time or go beyond the thirty-year limit. Alex Warleigh summarized what historians and political scientist can learn from each other, whereas Eckart Conze reflected on a new research agenda for European integration history ‘beyond great men and great powers’. Berthold Rittberger’s presentation on the constitutionalization of the EU concluded the conference.  

The HEIRS Colloquium in Portsmouth was organised by Brigitte Leucht and Katja Seidel.

