Conference Report

HEIRS 2004 Colloquium: Cambridge 6-7 November 2004 

The November colloquium, held at University of Cambridge, launched HEIRS and was the first of an annual series of colloquia based on the needs of postgraduates working in the field. The workshop provided the opportunity for presenting ongoing work and for discussions on the state of the field and archival work. In addition to keynote lectures and panel discussions, it offered a forum for discussion among postgraduate student researchers, some leading academics in the field, archivists, and publishers. Each presentation provided an outline of current research as well as specific information about a subject of the four thematic areas named above. It addressed a number of key dimensions of postgraduate research into the history of European integration: 

· State of the affairs in the field
What are the key issues driving current research into European integration? Which are the main obstacles to the exchange of know-how? What key developments are currently envisaged for the short and medium future? How does the recent wave of enlargement change the cooperation landscape in the field? 

· Publishing
What are the key principles of success in having research output and other work published? What are the current trends in publishing in the field? What are the plans of academic publishers? This session will also offer opportunities to discuss publishing prospects with experts in the field. 

· Teaching
What are the key challenges for postgraduate students involved in teaching? What is now needed to teach more effectively European integration history? What is the optimal balance of authoritative position of a lecturer and the active engagement of learners? How can further academic exchange, research leave and summer schools enhance the quality of teaching and learning? 

· Archives
Which archives are most useful, and which are undervalued? Which areas of improvement would you like to see in archival services? How helpful, accurate and current do you find the existing archival online databases? 

This colloquium was organised by Marion Guiral de Trenquelaie, Lucia Faltin, Linda Risso and George Wilkes (University of Cambridge) and Brigitte Leucht (University of Portsmouth).

